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books. 


he aorireciates the fine veracity, originality, and sincerity of his author ; the 
splendid patience with which the materials for de Tocquenlle’s great work 
were accumulated, always from first-hand sources (he learnt German for 
example that he might avail himself of state papers preserved m the archives 
of Germany), the brilliancy of his style and the singleness of his aim. Mr. 
Headlam’s introduction is an admirable help in understanding his author. 
VAncien Regime is one of the few great books that cannot be either repeated 
or dispensed with ; perhaps it is not too much to say that no one can appreciate 
the force and the impotence of the French Revolution, nor understand its 
value as the key to modern history, without having read M. de Tocqueri He s 
great book. By the way it is rather tiresome to read of him as locquerille, 
and it is always slightly vexatious to have English headings to French pages ; 
otherwise the get-up of the book, type, paper, binding, is as good as we expect. 


with reason, from the Clarendon Press. 

Chaucer , by the Rev. W. Tuckwell (Bell’s Great Writer Series, 1/-). 
Our age may, or may not, be great in production, but in criticism, 
especially in the sort of interpretive criticism, which is not meant to display 
the erudition of the critic, but to make the great masters, whether they be 
poets or painters, understanded of the common people — in this line of work 
we have, without doubt, made our record. Mr. Tuckwell’s truly delightful 
little book about Chaucer is a case in point. Much erudition is brought to 
bear, but in such a masterly way that the reader feels himself on familiar 
ground. The chapter headed Guide to Reading Chaucer is a triumph of masterly 
simplicity ; every page has some illuminating touch ; and Chaucer should be 
no longer a sealed book to any of his fellow-countrymen who know how to 
read, and who possess Mr. Tuckwell’s admirable little key. 

Mothers and their Responsibilities , by M. E. Bailward (Longmans, 2/6). 
A capital little book written for the Mothers’ Union and therefore for Church- 
women ; but altogether sensible, practical, liberal, and sound, in practical 
advice upon general principles. The subjects treated of are : — The Mother , 


The Baby, Little Children (two to twelve), Youth, Married Life, Parentage, 
A Teacher's Handbook of Moral Lessons, by A. Waldegrave (Swan, 
Sonnenschien, 1/6). Ihis little book, published by the Moral Instruction 
League, appears to be designed to help teachers to carry out the truly admirable 
hints on moral training contained in the introduction to the Education Code, 
1904. It contains oral lessons upon habits, manners, justice, truthfulness 
and various other matters. It has many hints which should be useful, 
and, perhaps, a few inspiring ideas, but no sanctions and no compelling motive. 
Still perhaps any help to give children moral ideas should be welcomed. 
nfant Schools, their History and Theory, by D. Salmon and W. Hindshaw 
gmans, 4/6). A well-written and temperate text-book of Froebelian 
of C v!J ^ P J a n tiCC ' That WC are n0t in empathy with the author’s point 
Self u !° °r ng passa S e Wl11 sufficiently indicate:—-' If we regard the 
tWuilhL t 7 l C ° nSCiOUS expenences hekl together by memory and dis- 
thch special the r S ‘ dC W ° rld ' ° r the Not - Se,f ’ b y what has been called 
mu be o?Lrv arm H r" mtimaCy ’ U 15 evident that the realisation of Self 
there to beZJw T /' We hold ’ ° n the «>ntrary. that the Self is 
accommodation tone 3 "- i ^ ] le work tlle child has to accomplish is that of 
able knowledge of thrf™ lan £' n S conditions and of obtaining a service- 

direction^ at toe Start « ? ndltl ° ns - 1<leas are Iike rivers, a difference of 
little in common with T M and. for this reason, we have 

its authors. a volume which is good from the standpoint of 
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MUSIC ( Communicated ). 


w./, * r g Ior ctu ldren, which we think 

parents and teachers may be interested to hear of, especially as several art 
written by composers of recognised merit. 

Singing Time, a child’s song book, music by Arthur Somervell drawing 
by Leslie Brooke (3/6 net), written in a simple musicianly style and well 
within the compass of little vocalists, a consideration which" is too often 
ignored. The songs deal with such favourite nursery topics as “ Toy Soldiers ” 
- Thank you, pretty Cow,” » Little drops of water.” and being adorned 
with pictures, it is very suitable as a gift book. 


The same firm also publishes six of Kipling’s Jungle Songs, set to music 
by Dora Bright. Messrs. Elkin appear to have made rather a speciality 
of easy teaching pieces, suitable for beginners. Among these we note Little 
Lyric Suite for Piano, by Carl Bohm, op. 385 (3/- net), moderately easy 
and very charming, though perhaps slightly reminiscent to older hearers. 

Quite easy are Zur Erholung, six pieces by Carl Bohm, op. 360 (1/6 net 
each), and Jugendklange, by Gurlitt, op. 20'7, five pieces (1/- net each). Still 
easier are Fireside Fancies, by Gurlitt, twelve little tone pictures on five 
notes (1/- each), and A Day in Child Life, six easy pieces by Seeboeck, op. 
161 (Morning Birds, Going to School, The Music Lesson, Broken Dollie, 
The Dancing School, Going to Dreamland, 1/- each). 

Schnecker’s In Fairy Land, six easy compositions (at 1/- each), are very 
unassuming, unambitious little pieces, which possess however but little 
musical merit. 

Turning to music for more advanced pupils, we find twelve charming 
Etudes, op. 39, by MacDowell, the clever American composer (3/- net in 
two parts), each introducing some technical speciality, and the same com- 
poser’s op. 51, Woodland Sketches, which is very popular in the States, is 
rapidly becoming so here. 


THE “ P.R” LETTER BAG. 

t The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Coroespondents.] 

Dear Editor,— Your enthusiastic contributor, Miss Thomas suggests 
that children should be taught dancing all the year roun . y a ’ 

if the dancing lessons can be given out of doors i Ot «rwwe ra ^ them 

against the idea. When I had charge of children, g F mistresses 
taught dancing in a great public hall by the Q uee T° be get openi t he 
entirely on sanitary grounds. Though £ which it was nearly 

fiot little bodies in motion produced an a P of the children when 

impossible to breathe, and the fatigue am ex but enjoyment, 

."ey came home made the Saturday half- - the /ear. i, 
As this was the usual experience during entirely closed during the 

is hardly surprising that the classes were a n been intolerab le. I 

summer, when the heat and flying cllis ' etc were abroad, it w r as 

may mention that if measles, whooinng coug^ Anting ground in the 

impossible but that their germs should find « yy f res h air their 

1 • , . , arp not aCCU&lvmw 
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. . .. .. sn t h a t it is hardly wonderful 

wit „ „, P , P „« 

» - - ->• “ 

hockey if the lessons were given m the ires , air Hous£ _ Mistress> 


[We hope some of our readers will answer Mrs. Traelstra’s very interesting 
letter, which we have had permission to publish.— Ed.] 

Dear B ^^^^ -Cdsweit van der Netten, in Amersfoort (Holland) 
was so kind as to give me your address, and I take the liberty of applying to 
you in a question in which I am very much interested. 1 am sorry that I 
forgot so much of mv English, and I hope I will remember yet enough of it 
to make you understand what I mean. If you know, perhaps, Mrs. Sandberg 
personally, she will be able to tell you that I am not only an author of 
children’s books, but that I am, too, always writing over the question of 
children’s literature in general. I don’t know if you are acquainted with the 
German “ Jugend-Schriftenausschuss,” a large federation of teachers, who 
all are trying to bring the children’s literature to a higher level They are 
doing very good work, but it seems to me they pay a little too much interest 
to the artistic form, and perhaps not wholly enough to the pedagogical side of 
the question, which I think ought to be. especially for children under twelve 
years, one of the most prominent questions. 

In Holland we have not yet such a union, but there are many people who 
are very much interested in the question, and even the great public begins to 
open his eyes a little. Mrs. Nellie van Kol has begun the battle in Holland, 
but since a couple of years she is quite absorbed in the collecting of a series 
ot good books, which she offers at a low price to the children of the labouring 
class — in the manner as Mr. William Stead does in England with his 
“Books for the Bairns.” And so I am, since some time, induced to fight 
the battle for a better and purer children’s literature alone, albeit that the 
editors of our best educative papers (whereunder I name in the first place 
Het Kind (The Child) under the redaction of Mrs. Sandberg, Dr. J. H. Ginning 
and J. H. F. Ritter) give me as much help as they can. 

I am writing regularly a series of articles, too, in the literary weekpaper, 
De Amsterdammer about “ international children’s books.” And now I long 
so much to know a little more of what is going on in England on this subject 
in this beginning of the "century of the child.” I am acquainted with 
some of the most beautiful and artistic picture books, which are speaking too 
of a new era in this matter, that must be growing in England too. But 
a ready, since a couple of years, I wrote to many people in England with the 
n 11\ prater to tell me something about English children’s literature in 
genera 1 , and especially about what is written in the last years about it, and 
ereisin -ligland, as in Germany and Holland, some new life, some reviving, 
tell T 11 Tr ldCaS ab ° Ut th ' S doestion— but nobody was able or willing to 
show mp",! ' " ar >ted to know. And so I hope you will be so good as to 
e wav ’ s there in England any league or any persons who'anplv 
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themselves especially to the task of purifying and ameliorating the •• books 
for the bairns,” and who write about this burning question for the public > 
Are there, any serious and earnest critics about new and old books for the 
children ? I know most of Stead’s books, but I don’t know if he or other, 
ever wrote about this question. 

I should be very glad if you would tell me something about these questions 
and still gladder if you could induce some publishers to send me some of the 
best children’s books, and some journals and books wherein I find something 
of the meanings of the most eminent authors about the question. For 
it is very strange when I write to a German or French publisher : “ Please send 
me this or that book for recension, they always do so immediately, and often 
thank me afterwards for the good criticism I gave about it, and which they 
could judge by several orders they became from Holland in consequence of 
my articles in De Amsterdammer — but it seems to be a stereotyped custom 
with English publishers not to answer such questions from the Continent. 
Perhaps you could give some indications to some of them, and induce them 
to send me the books I should wish. to criticise in De Amsterdammer. Or, if 
you are yourself too much absorbed in your educative work, you could give 
me some addresses of persons who dedicate themselves totally to the question 
of literature for the young people. 

This is my first question. Secondly I read some weeks hence, an article 
in Het Kind about your Home of Education and the Parents’ National 
Educational Union, and I should like so much to know more about it. 
I wrote already a series of articles in our educational paper, School en levcn 
{ School and life). 

When T am in the occasion of giving you some indications about Butch 
education and children’s literature, l will be happy to help you too. It 
happens so often that people from other countries come to me with several 
questions, and I am always glad when I perceive that they interest them- 
selves in those questions to which I have dedicated myself, and so I hope too 
it will be with you. As von too have given your life and all, your menta 
force for the sake of the little ones. T hope you won’t think me indiscreet or 
impertinent because I ask so very much. I hope you wil tee ron j 
letter, though it be written in broken English, that my full heart am 

are with this question. 

With the most friendly salutations, 

Yours truly, 

XT 10 Mrs. S. Traelstra. 

Scheveningcn, Kanaaburg. No, lo. 

Holland, 12 th November , 1903. 

Mv nom de plume is “ N. van Flic turn. 

[P-S Letters should be sent to the above address.-Eo.] 


f A. t rr lures given at Oxford may 
Dear Editor, — As a short account ot i* - ' tQ firul rconl f 0 r the 

be of interest to vour readers, perhaps you may 


enclosed in your next issue. 

August 17 th, 1904. 

A three weeks’ Vacation Term for 


Yours faithfully, 

G. M. Bevan. 

. i o* ciirh as was held last year 
Biblica • u ' A ^ ust , 3th Many of the 


at Cambridge, was concluded at Oxford, on jq a u ( s. Hugh’s Hall, and 
students were accommodated >at La dy Margare ^ - ^ SchooL These 
Somerville College ; and the lectures veit k 
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. . , . . i ec ture« by Dr. Grenfell on " The New T’ncanonical Sayings 

ST&tf 'tT,— <» f om — ' '■£»: 

" The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, by Dr. Charles , The Study 
of the Bible ” bv Miss Wordsworth ; “ Philo and the Alexandrian School,” 
bv Dr Bi ire ’ “ The Influence of Hellenic Religion at the time of the Rise of 
Christianity ” by Prof. Gardner ; “ The Documentary History of the New 

Testament," by Dr. Kenyon ; “ The Mystic Element in New Testament 

Doctrine,” by the Rev. W. R. Inge; and "Disputed Readings,” by Mr. 
Convbearc. There were also courses of four Lectures each on “ The Fourth 
Gospel," by the Dean of S. Patrick’s ; on " The Religion of Israel,” with special 
reference to the Reforms of Josiah, and the Book of Deuteronomy, by Dr. 
Buchanan Gray, and the Rev. C. J. Ball ; " The conditions of the Eastern 
Provinces as affecting S. Paul,’ by Prof. Ramsay; “The Philosophy of 
Religion," by Mr. C. C. J. Webb ; “ New Testament Theology with special 
reference to the Jewish Alexandrian School,” by Dr. Adenev ; and “ Ezekiel,” 
by Dr. Bennett. 

The aim of these lectures is to give to those who study, and especially to 
those who teach the Bible, the opportunity of learning something of the best 
results of modern Biblical criticism and research. How great the need is for 
this fuller knowledge must be evident to all who are acquainted with the 
religious thought and literature of our time. That the attempt made by the 
Vacation Term for Biblical Study to meet this need has proved so successful, 
is due to those scholars by whose kindness this course of instruction has been 
made possible. 


A course of Biblical Study will be begun this autumn at King’s College, 
Women’s Department, Kensington Square, arranged by the Committee of 
Management of the College and the Executive Committee which organised the 
Vacation Terms for Biblical Study at Cambridge in 1903, and Oxford in 1904, 
The whole scheme, which includes the already existing Divinitv lectures at 
the College, consists of the following Courses New Testament Theology, by 
the Principal, Dr. Headlam • Introduction to Old Testament, by Prof. Nairne ; 
Introduction to New Testament, by the Rev. Stanley Legg ; Church History 
by the Rev. E. W. Watson, the Philosophy of Religion, by I)r. Rashdall 
Classes m Elementary Hebrew and Greek Testament will be given by the 

Rev. H. Compton and the Rev. Stanley Legg in connection with the Old and 
I\ew lestament Study. 

term’s wOTr^ 5 ^” 3 ^ °"i the y6ar ’ but 50 ranged that each 
term s work wall be as far as possible complete in itself. 

■ h C "T e scheme or an y separate course or courses may be taken and it 
e hoped that a correspondence scheme will later on be arranged The’ fee for 

Application should be made toThe V i« Pri' ‘ 'TT,^" 8 °«ober 11th. 
sing ton Square. \ ice- Principal, M-ss Faithfull, 13. Ken- 
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NF.W BRANCHES. 


The Executive Committee has been 
Branches in the following places : — 
Bradford. 


approached with a view' to starting 


Cardiff.— Names may be sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas Powis 
Dunfermline.— Mrs. Beveridge. Pitreavie, Dunfermline, would be glad 
to hear from people interested. 

Nottingham. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having friends 
there, are asked to communicate with Miss Armfield, 26, Victoria Street, S.W. 


Brondesbury and West Hampstead. — The annual general meeting w*as 
held at 72, Compayne Gardens, on Monday, Oct. 10th, at 8.10 p.m. After 
the minutes of the last general meeting had been read and confirmed, the 
reports of the Hon. Sec., Hon. Treas., and Hon. Sec. and Treas. of the Natural 
History Club were received and adopted. The officers were elected for the 
ensuing year. At 8.30 the chair was taken by H. B. Garrod, Esq., and Mrs. 
Garrod read a paper on “ The Training of Children in the Habit of Rational 
Obedience.” The main points insisted on by the lecturer w ere : — That the 
roots of rational obedience are implanted in the child’s nature in the 
earliest days of his existence, in contact w r ith the order surrounding his life. 
Out of this sense of order, which is purely physical at first, arise habits ot 
obedience which in time become conscious and moral, wffien the reason and 
the will operate in making his acts selective. The parents are his guides at 
first, through the medium of love directed by reason — and it is their chit} , 
in the interests of the child, at all times to make sure that their commands 
are prompted by a full sense of responsibility, and a true and clear conception 
of what is right and what is wrong, so that when he reaches manhood he ma\ 
lor himself be prepared to obey Kant’s great maxim . Act so that w a ^ v< j 
thou doest might become a law r for all mankind. Natural History u 
During the spring and summer there w^ere eight Natural History ram > ts 
which included visits to Kew Gardens, North wood, Epping oit- , 
and Golder’s Hill. Last June, our club w^as represented a ie 


Nature Study Exhibition, in Edinburgh, by by a coSc^onof 

m water colours, by one of our young members, - annual 

" Common Objects of the Seashore.” On ***>*' ‘ 4t * b ' 
Exhibition and Distribution of Prizes was held at 8 . r h , . , a 

kind permission of Dr. and Mrs. Cunnington, who bave ^ ever «ld out 
helping hand, and to whom the Natural History Club is grea J 


